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About UNIFE

 UNIFE represents the European rail
supply industry (rolling stock,
signalling and infrastructure equipment
suppliers)

 100 member companies from all over
Europe and of all sizes (1/3 of SMEs)
and 14 National Associations

Provider of 400 000
jobs in Europe and
46% of the worldwide
rail production



Joint Declaration for an ambitious EU Industrial Strategy co-signed

by 128 European sectoral Associations

An unprecedented mobilisation



▪ Lack of political attention at EU level for manufacturing industry

despite 34 million people across all Member States and worrying

situation:

→ the share of manufacturing in total EU output fell from 18.8% to

15.3%, while 3.5 million manufacturing jobs were lost between 2008

and 2014!

▪ Meanwhile, countries around the world are putting industry at

the very top of their political agendas:

→ “Make in India” strategy

→ “Made in China 2025”

→ “America First” and its expected impact on US industrial policy

▪ Key timing: the Commission is now preparing the next

Multiannual Financial Framework (post-2020) and thinking about

the future of the EU (cf. Juncker’ recent “White Paper on the Future

of Europe”)

Background of the initiative



“We, the European manufacturing industry, representing a diverse

range of sectors, call on the European Commission to:

▪ reaffirm its commitment to reaching the target of 20% of GDP

from industry, with an ambitious and realistic timeline;

▪ adopt an Action Plan to tackle the challenges that the industrial

sectors are facing, in the framework of a Communication that

would include concrete steps and milestones; and

▪ commit to implement this Action Plan in a timely manner and

regularly report on progress”.

What Signatories ask for
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Press coverage after the publication
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A very active social media campaign

Within the first few days the hashtag

#Industry4Europe saw some impressive

numbers!

• 500 posts

• 416,095 reach

• 833,692 impressions
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A first promising outcome:

the future COMP Council Conclusions

➢ Joint call in the press by Industry Ministers of FR, DE, ES, IT and PL for a

new industrial strategy

➢ Competitiveness Council will adopt on 29 May Council Conclusions on

“A future EU industrial policy strategy”

➢ Member States should call on the European

Commission to include in its 2018 Work

Programme and adopt by the European

Council of March 2018 a “holistic EU

industrial policy strategy for the future”,

accompanied by an action plan
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The Commission’s reaction so far

➢ The strong mobilisation of the industry and the Member States has

forced the EC to be more vocal on the topic (cf. press articles)

➢ For the moment, no willingness of the EC to prepare a new industrial

strategy at EU level

➢ Hence the need to

pursue the mobilisation

on our side
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Next steps for the coalition

1) Associations will continue to promote the current Joint Declaration

among policy-makers – in particular in preparation of the

Competitiveness Council of 29 May and “Friends of Industry”

ministerial meeting (at the end of June)

2) Associations will work together to develop a 3-4 page document

which will outline a joint vision by EU industrial sectors of what an EU

industrial strategy should contain

➢ Joint vision paper to be handed over to the Commission and the next

Estonian Presidency before the Competitiveness Council of 30 November

➢ Articulated around 6 thematic pillars: Research and Innovation / Skills and

training / Internal market and public procurement / Trade and international

market access / Access to finance / Business-friendly environment

The active involvement of each Association – and even company – at

national and EU level will be essential to convince the Heads of States and

President Juncker to act. Thank you for your support!


